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	OU Department of History

	
	




    
        The study of History has always claimed a place at the center of a liberal arts education, and for good reason. By understanding the experiences of women and men who lived in the near and distant past, students gain a far sharper perspective on their own place in the world. Knowing the past enhances our capacity to imagine the future. History also sharpens our research and writing skills and hones our ability to think both critically and imaginatively.

Please explore this website to learn more about our discipline and our Department. Our faculty offers courses covering all parts of the globe, from the ancient to the modern periods. We offer B.A., M.A., and Ph.D. degrees. At every level, we aim to cultivate an exciting and challenging intellectual community. Welcome!


    




    




    




	
	
	
	Statement on HB 1775

	




    
        The faculty of the OU Department of History views the recently enacted Oklahoma HB 1775, which aims to restrict the way racism, sexism, sexuality, and gender identity can be discussed in classrooms, as antithetical to our obligation as historians and educators to grapple honestly with the past. We stand with our colleagues at OU and at other colleges and universities, educators at all levels in our state, our graduate student historians in training, and the many students in our classes who seek open inquiry and informed discussion guided by mutual respect, reason, and evidence. We oppose racism and efforts to prevent students from learning about it. Opposing racism means we must discuss and describe racism’s history and the forms it takes in the present.  

The OU Department of History endorses the “Joint Statement on Legislative Efforts to Restrict Education about Racism in American History” issued by the American Historical Association. As that letter states, “Legislation cannot erase ‘concepts’ or history; it can, however, diminish educators’ ability to help students address facts in an honest and open environment capable of nourishing intellectual exploration.” As historians and educators, we are committed to our collective pursuit of historical knowledge, and to using that knowledge--including about the histories of race, gender, and sexuality-- to prepare our students to engage in their communities and in civic life.




    




    




    




	
	
	
	Contact the History Department

	





	Name	Title	Email
	Elyssa Faison	Chair	efaison@ou.edu
	Danni McCuthchen	Administrative and Financial Coordinator	dannim@ou.edu
	Janie Adkins	Graduate Administrative Assistant/Graduate Program Coordinator	janie@ou.edu
	Undergraduate and Graduate Information
	Jake Blackwell	Academic Advisor	jakeblackwell@ou.edu
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            Department of History
455 West Lindsey Street, Room 403A

Norman, Oklahoma 73019-2004

405.325.6002 phone
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